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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MOSCOW 2860 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: OEXC, UR (MALMSTEAD, JOHN) 

SUBJECT: VISA DENIAL FOR IREX SENIOR SCHOLAR MALMSTEAD 
STATE FOR CU/EE, INFO: EUR/SOV; USIA FOR IEE 
REF: STATE 041476 

MFA CULT DIV. MARCH 3 REPLIED TO EMBASSY'S EARLIER INQUIRY 
ON MALMSTEAD VISA DENIAL. MFA OFFICIAL SAID REASON WAS 
THAT MIN HIGHER ED COULD NOT ACCOMMODATE MALMSTEAD'S 
PROJECT. AND THAT TURN-DOWN HAD NOTHING TO DO WITH MALMSTEAD 
PERSONALLY. IMPLICATION WAS CLEAR THAT MALMSTEAD COULD 
APPLY AT OTHER TIME FOR OTHER PROJECT. NOTE: MALMSTEAD'S 
PROJECT IS STUDY OF ANDREJ BELYJS PROSE WRITING. 

BELYJ, LEADING SYMBOLIST POET, IS NOT CONSIDERED BY SOVIETS 
A NON-PERSON, BUT NO SOVIET SCHOLAR IN RECENT DECADES HAS 
BEEN PERMITTED TO PUBLISH STUDIES OF HIS WORK. 
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